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A Study of Wu Fangji
Mainly on the Poetry in the Siege of Xi’an

Hiroshi NAKA

Abstract

Xi’an (%) was besieged by the military clique under Wu Peifu (Sflil/3)
in 1926. The besieged held the city for two hundred and thirty days. People in
Xi’an had great distress and over thirty percent of the citizen died off through the
battles and lack of food.

Wu fangji (A 57), as a professor at Xibei (PEJL) university in Xi’an,
experienced the terror at first hand. He wrote poems and complained of the
hardship for the people in Xi’an. At the same time, he blamed the besieged
for not taking compassion on war refugees. It is apparent he had a vocation to
complain about pains and hunger for the people in Xi’an.

What was behind his having such a vocation, I think, he suffered from poverty
and atrocity by military cliques in his hometown from early childhood. Wu Fangji
took care of his family wherever he was and spread his compassion over the
people around him, and over the people having great distress for the civil war by
degrees, like a pebble into a pond. Wu Fangji was a poet with a strong sense of

vocation.
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