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Pre-advanced Japanese Language Learners’ Use of
Cooperative SKkills
—Focusing on “Functioning Skills” —

Tomoko KOMADA, Kaori KONDO, Yuriko IDE

Abstract

This study aims to examine whether pre-advanced Japanese language learners
develop skills in oral communication by raising awareness of good conversation and
reflecting on their interactions. This study analyzes transcribed data of discussion
sessions conducted in a Japanese language course taught by this paper’s three authors.
In these sessions, learners raised awareness of good conversation before starting the
discussion and reflected on how their communication had changed after that. The data
were analyzed from the viewpoint of “functioning skills” in cooperative learning
proposed by Johnson, Johnson and Holbec (2010). The results showed that the number
of times learners used “functioning skills” increased with each session. One learner’s
utterances in each session were observed and they showed that 1) though the learner
used “functioning skills” only three times in the first session, both the number of times
and the variety of skills increased with each session; 2) the learner used the skills on
her own initiative in the second and third sessions; and 3) in the third session, the
learner expressed support to group members and described her feelings when
appropriate; these actions are “functioning skills.” These results indicate that raising

awareness and reflection contribute to learners’ development of conversational skills.

Keywords : cooperative skills, functioning skills, discussion, raising awareness,

reflection
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