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BHICBT 52 2O FRICET 2\, ZhlxL T,
T AXICBTBEFATRIE, TBARDZ ) LRI
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PHVOBRETH D, FICHMICH LT, MM 2 oM L U7z M2 R R R EEIED T 2 BREE 2 1R T,
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15 H{RA b—1U— (body stories) &%, ZHHBOMAD & 5 2@FRI, Fo v 77 a—nicxwd s8i4, 2 Loy k
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(Jones & Chandler 2007: 160) .
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AT A LR O BRI, BHEEIZS 5 T
OMEE; kb, FREERCED D TFHROY
G ELTELRBIENTED, REiTIE, £5L
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Bodies of Seduction and Exorcism:

About “Sexual” Women Inside and Outside Macau Casinos

Zhenye LIU*

In this paper, we consider hostesses and sex workers, who are recognized as being “sexual”
women, inside and outside Macau’s casinos, as a case study of their bodies as seduction and exor-
cism in their “life strategies.” Inside the casino, the job of the hostess is to attract wealthy gamblers
and increase repeat business at the casino, while the role of sex workers outside the casino is to be a
“vessel” to ward off bad luck in gambling. Their bodies are considered by the Macau people to be
“sexual” in the male gambler-dominated Macau casino industry. In contrast, existing research is
primarily concerned with the practice of resistance to casino surveillance and regulations imposed
on female casino employees in the U.S. casinos and it lacks a perspective that practice is different
depending on the body of a woman’s body, who is considered “sexual.”

We have observed certain aspects of the actual situation of “sexual” women in Macau through
fieldwork in Macau for one year from August 2018. In existing studies and newspaper articles, their
bodies are overly characterized as “sexual” and are, therefore, often excluded from studies and re-
porting. However, in Macau’s casino industry, which is being developed by many male gamblers,
since the reference to their “sexual body” has two connotations, one for sexual pleasure and the
other for exorcism, these women are indispensable for attracting more customers.

This paper describes hostesses’ and sex workers’ practices and examines the need for such a
“sexual” body. To that end, this paper refers to Tanaka’s (2018) theory of seduction to analyze the
“sexual” body from the perspective of seduction. The unique features of seduction include the con-
version of subject and object, the contingency of the body, and the fusion of self and others. By us-
ing hostesses and sex workers in Macau as case studies, we can understand the actual situation of
“sexual” women and can depict them as a “story of resistance” by examining their bodies, apart
from the women's problem. The purpose of this paper is to clarify the state of Macau society and to
provide the possibility of Seduction Ethnography by discovering its significance as a “story of se-

duction.”

Keywords

seduction, female, sexual body, Macau, casino

* Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto University
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