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Changes in Long-Handled Weapons
during the Yayoi and Kofun Periods

Naoto TERAMAE*

An analysis of changes in long-handled weapons over 1500 years during the Yayoi and Kofun
periods based on the location of the weapons with wooden handles and burial sites found that
halberds with 60cm handles were used in the Middle Yayoi period, but subsequently fell out of use
in the Late Yayoi period. The analysis further found the appearance of 2m iron spears (or javelins)
in the Final Yayoi period that were placed at burial sites in various parts of the Japanese archipela-
go.

The analysis also identified the appearance of 4m iron spears in the Early Kofun period, in addi-
tion to the 2m iron spears. However, based on the existence of a decorative scabbard, it is believed
that the 4m spears were not created to strengthen offensive power, but rather to impress the sur-
rounding people with the weapons at the time of ritual ceremonies. After the Middle Kofun period,
the number of spears decreased and the number of hoko. (a spear into which a handle can be insert-
ed) hole) increased. However, until the late Kofun period, long-handled 2m weapons of were used
constantly.

Therefore, I believe that even after the start of horse raising after the Middle Kofun period and
the war with the cavalry forces from the Korean peninsula, the elite of the Japanese archipelago did

not need a practical cavalry unit to wield weapons on horseback.

Keywords

Kofun period, Yayoi period, halberds, iron spears, cavalry, wooden-handled weapons

* Komazawa University
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