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Pham Quynh’s removal as prime minister in March 1945
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Abstract

Pham Quynh was a famous pro-French intellectual and a chief writer of the Journal of Southern Wind
(Nam Phong Tap Chi), where he advocated for the establishment of Qudc Hoc (National Essence or
National Study) by the implementation quéc ngit writing system. By doing so, he made a contribution to
Vietnamese cultural affairs.

In 1933, he became prime minister in the court of the Emperor Bao Dai and until 1941, he
monopolized administrative power with the French Résident Supérieur.

In this article, I examine his political activities and thoughts in March 1945, when Japanese troops
overthrew the French colonial government and gave partial independence to Viét Nam, by utilizing the
memories of Quynh himself, the Emperor Bao Pai, Japanese Special Ambassador Yokoyama Masayuki,
and Pham Khic Hoe, Chief Palace Secretary of the Emperor. After the coup by the Japanese army,
Quynh negotiated with Yokoyama and shared administrative authority with him. Quynh agreed to
Japanese policy and tried to collaborate with Yokoyama for Vietnam’s complete independence. He told
Yokoyama that he was a patriot. However, to establish a new government, on March 19 the Emperor
Bao Pai removed Pham Quynh as prime minister because Bao Pai decided to run the government by
himself and listened to opinions against Quynh from anti-French nationalists, such as Huynh Thic
Khang, Tén Quang Phiét, and Ngé Pinh Khéi via Yokoyama and Pham Khéc Hoe.

After the surrender of Japan on 15 August, when the Vietnam Independence League (Viét Nam
Poc Lap Pong Minh Héi, its abbreviation was Viét Minh) launched the August Revolution, Quynh was
arrested and executed by local Viét Minh cadres.
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