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Descriptions of Dueling in the late Seventeenth Century Germany:
A Case Study of Ahasverus Fritsch’s Work
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Abstract

From the latter half of the seventeenth century, dueling was prohibited in many territories belonging
to the Holy Roman Empire. This change of attitude toward duels can be seen not only in legal norms,
such as ‘das Duellmandat’, i.e. the anti-dueling mandate, but also in the writings of intellectuals and
clergymen. In this article, I explore the essay published in 1686 at Regensburg: Ahasveri Fritschii, Icti,
Ohnvorgreifliches Bedencken/Wie denen Duellen und Balgereyen derer Studenten auf Academien/mit
mehrem Nachdruck zu steuren seyn mochte? . Written by Ahasverus Fritsch, the Chancellor of Grafschaft
Schwarzburg-Rudolstadt in Thuringia, it criticizes the state of Christianity at the time, and presents a
more pietistic view on education. Dueling is in the work understood as a sin, which needs to be regulated
by the authorities. Furthermore, Fritsch condemns not only the act of dueling, but also the right to
carry weapons, nighttime outings (in groups), banquets, and other actions which potentially can lead to
violence. Still, while dueling is considered an inappropriate act of students, it is not clearly distinguished
from other forms of violence. In this way, it shares commonalities with the ‘anti-dueling mandate’.
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54) Ludwig, Das Duell, S. 94-97.

55) Fritsch, Ohnvorgreifliches Bedencken, fol. 339r—339v.
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