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A Study of Overseas Fieldwork:

A Case Study in Mexico, where Japanese Companies are Expanding

Sachie Asaka

Abstract

This paper discusses the case of the first “Overseas Fieldwork B (Mexico)” conducted in 2018 at the
University of Guanajuato, a core university in the Bajio region, by the Department of Spanish and Latin
American Studies, Faculty of Foreign Languages, Nanzan University, based on participant observation of
human network formation amid the increasing presence of Japanese companies. The first immigrants to
Mexico were the pioneering Enomoto immigrants in 1897, and since then good diplomatic relations have
been maintained through the movement of people. Therefore, it is important to consider how Mexico
is positioned within this larger flow of immigrants, as this will have many implications for the future
expansion of Japanese companies and the movement of people to the region.

Specifically, we will examine, in this order: the entry of Japanese companies into the region and the
movement of people, the “Overseas Fieldwork B” program at the University of Guanajuato, human
exchanges in the program, and the historical positioning of the Japanese in Mexico.



