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An empirical study on the effects of economic growth on resource use
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IT developing countries could emulate the current consumption patterns of
developed countries, the entire world would be on equal footing regarding consumer behavior.
However, this scenario could exacerbate the increasing global environmental burden. Furthermore, if
consumption levels in developed countries are not reduced, existing problems will only be
aggravated. To realize sustainable global consumption, developed countries’ current consumption
levels and developing countries’ expected future consumption levels must be reduced. In this study,
we investigated the relationship between economic growth and resource use. Our estimation results
suggest the following:

(1) Economic growth destroys biodiversity, especially in developing countries; (2) Material
consumption does not necessarily improve subjective wellbeing (SWB); and (3) for material
consumption, individuals who take better care of their possessions exhibit increased SWB-per-unit
material consumption.
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