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- It was very easy to communicate. The teacher was very nice and went to the store for us. But I wish I
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+ I liked learning about wagashi. The storekeeper was very nice and told us many things about wagashi.
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+ Team projects and collaborating were a bit challenging.
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+ I think all Japanese students should take the class. It helps students learn Japanese and Japanese culture.
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+ Learning new things every week (each week, we had a different assignment which kept the course
interesting) & feeling like my Japanese is not as bad as I thought after receiving good scores (the
validation felt good, even though this course might be a little too easy for me, I had fun because I felt like
I could relax in this class, which is what I really needed on a Friday evening)

+ It was a challenging course that aloud students to use Japanese in many practical ways.

+ Working in groups in a field work was great and encouraging.

+ I liked how the class was structured. I felt very prepared when it was time to do the interviews. We had
a lot of explanations so it was not hard to follow along in class or for the homework.

+ I liked that we had so much different tasks throughout the semester, that made it more interesting and
made me learn different things.

KEE-7Z

+ The course was great but it was difficult if you are not confidant in your language ability.
+ I think everything was up to my satisfaction even though my Japanese is still not good and I had to work
extra hard to catch up with the class but I think it was worth the struggle at the end.
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Transition of Kakuozan Interview Project

Miyuki DOI

Abstract

This study analyzed the Kakuozan Interview Project, in which international students
interview the owners of stores in Kakuozan. The Kakuozan Interview Project has been
offered almost every semester at Nanzan University since the fall semester of 2004.
Due to several revisions of the Japanese class level settings throughout the program, the
project has been implemented mainly for students with Japanese language levels
different from those originally targeted when the project was first conceived, but the
project has been revised to match the students’ levels through the ingenuity of the
teachers who have taken charge of the project. The period from the fall 2018 semester
to the spring 2023 semester, when the author was in charge of this class, was a period in
which the course materials and course activities were particularly forced to be revised
due to various factors, including two changes in the Japanese level setting for students
eligible to take this class and an online class due to the spread of the new coronavirus
infection. One thing that has not changed since this project was first implemented in
2004 is that the students themselves feel that their Japanese language skills have
improved through this project, making this project an activity that gives students a sense

of accomplishment.

KeyWords : short-term exchange students, upper elementary level of Japanese,

interview with shop owners, project work, online
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