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Cultivating Pre-advanced JSL Learners’ Reading
Proficiency for academic subjects:Learning
approaches through NIE activities

Naoko YAMAMOTO

Abstract

To help foster a multicultural campus, the Faculty of Policy Studies at Nanzan
University accepts foreign students, mainly from Asia. The Faculty’s Japanese language
program is divided into three ascending Japanese proficiency levels (Japanese I, IT and
IID) to help these students develop their academic Japanese skills. The Japanese III
‘reading’ course adopts two approaches - one is to cultivate reading proficiency through
understanding the structure of the reading, and the other is content based, deepening
students’ knowledge and thinking.

In the structure part of the classes, themes are chosen so students can acquire
background knowledge necessary to understand academic sentences. After reading a
passage, learners summarize the information to develop their precise understanding of
the content. Moreover, from the 2023 spring semester, NIE (Newspaper in Education)
activities related to the themes has been used.

This paper reports on how such NIE learning activities deepen students’ academic
knowledge and sKills to read academic papers, by comparing the contents of the reading

with the present circumstances of modern society.

KeyWords : pre-advanced JSL learners, academic reading, reading proficiency, NIE,

contemporary social issues
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