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Translocal Zen Buddhism from a Gender Perspective:
Findings from the Ruth Fuller Sasaki Collection of
the Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture
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Abstract

While most studies on modern Buddhism that traveled around the Pacific deal with male priests and
lay practitioners, a critical mass of female Buddhists (including Buddhist sympathizers) crossed the
Oceans. By utilizing the archival sources of the Nanzan Institute for Religion and Culture, this paper
focuses on these women practitioners, particularly Ruth Fuller (Everett) Sasaki, and uncovers her
translocal network that connected Buddhists on both sides of the Pacific. This paper also refers to the
ongoing research of the Ruth Fuller Sasaki Collection of the NIRC, a part of collections originally from
the Ryosen-an in Daitokuji Temple in Kyoto. The Center for Buddhist Studies, University of Arizona,
holds original drafts of Sasaki’s translation of The Record of Linji, and other drafts and correspondences
of Sasaki were moved to the University of Chicago Library before the NIRC acquired the rest of the
papers. This project aims to eventually construct a network of archival information to uncover the
whole picture of Ruth Fuller Sasaki’s understanding of Buddhism and her agenda in the first half of the
twentieth century.
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