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Critique of theodicy and the moral value of sincere protest 
against God in Kant’s religious philosophy 

 

Shoichiro MINAMI 
     

This study addresses with the problem of theodicy in Kant’s philosophy. In 

a series of essays published in the 1750s, shortly after the Lisbon earthquake, 

Kant maintained a Leibnizian position of optimism, viewing this world as best 

created by an omniscient and omnipotent God. However, in the 1780s and 1790s, 

Kant’s position on evil changed. In On the Failure of All Attempted Philosophical 

Theodicies(1791), he enumerated the types of evil and theological defenses 

against them, claimed that every conventional defense has ended in failure. 

After criticizing traditional arguments in this way, Kant turned to the Old 

Testament's Book of Job. Kant compares Job with his friends and claims that God 

esteems Job because of his attitude, confessing his doubt about God openly. 

According to Kant, Job shows honesty toward God by confessing his doubts. 

Thus, in Kant’s religious philosophy, it is emphasized that doubt about God 

arises because of the reality of evil and that it is necessary to confess that doubt 

sincerely. 




