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A Practical Report on “Interactions between Absolute
beginners of Japanese and Native speakers”

Miyuki DOI

Abstract

This is a practical report on class visitor sessions that were planned for students who
studied Japanese at this institute for three weeks. Most of the students were absolute
beginners of Japanese. This paper reflects on the activities of the sessions that were
held between 2016 and 2017, reports the problems and how they were resolved. The
main findings are: (1) most of the time, it was hard to arrange to have the same number
of Japanese students as international students for each session; (2) giving specific
discussion questions and “ask and fill in the chart” style work-sheets helped the
participants to be more active and to continue their conversations; and, (3) observing the
participants’ conversations will give the instructor some ideas of the necessary

expressions that should be introduced in the handouts.

KeyWords : absolute / zero beginners, Japanese learning, visitor session, Japanese,

interaction
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