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Developing text structure competence in a JFL report
writing course: Comparing writer and reader summaries

Naoko YAMAMOTO

Abstract

The goals of the Japanese III ‘report writing’ course are to improve students’
proficiency by learning appropriate written expressions, constructing a thesis, and
effectively communicating opinions. Since 2009, the aim of the Japanese III course has
been to cultivate students’ capacity to revise their own written work through peer
response activities. From 2013, the effective teaching of the text structure of
argumentative essays has also been introduced.

This paper reports on the classroom process of constructing a thesis in the 2016
academic year. Ten students were asked to write a short report, all on the same theme.
Students were then asked to summarize their own reports. They mainly wrote key
sentences. Then, students exchanged papers and read and summarized a partner’s
report. This time, the students (as readers) did not write key sentences but rather

keywords.

KeyWords : JFL learners, report writing, developing text structure competence,

comparing writer and reader summaries
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