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Rock and Roll Hall of  Fame

Dansby, 2001, March 26; Golden Globe Awards, n.d.; Grammy.com, 2018; Rock & 

Roll Hall of  Fame, n.d.

For his 

profound impact on popular music and American culture, marked by lyrical 

compositions of  extraordinary poetic power

Presidential Medal of  Freedom

Rolling Stone, 2012, May 29; The 2008 Pulitzer Prize Winner, 2018

2017
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Pulitzer Prizes, 2018

2016 Annual 

Report, 2017

Berger & Luckmann, 1967; Gergen, 2015; Leeds-Hurwitz, 2009
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Sisario Alter Chan 

Sisario, Alter, & Chan, 2016, October 13

radical

Sisario, Alter, & Chan, 2016, October 13

Sisario, Alter, 

& Chan, 2016, October 13

Sisario Alter Chan 

2016, 
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October 13

Sisario, Alter, & Chan, 2016, October 13

Sisario Alter Chan 

Barker & Jane, 2016

Sisario, Alter, & Chan, 2016, October 13

Sisario, Alter, & 

Chan, 2016, October 13

Sisario Alter Chan 

Duluth
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 Blood on the Tracks 

 Slow Train Coming 

Sisario, Alter, & Chan, 2016, October 13

Sisario Alter Chan 

Giles Harvey 

Harvey 

doctrinaire leftist politics

rough, ribald, lawless

 Harvey Sisario, 

Alter, & Chan, 2016, October 13

 Sisario Alter Chan 

Sisario Alter Chan 
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Sisario, 

Alter, & Chan, 2016, October 13

a 

blessed relief The Editorial Board, 2016, October 13

The Editorial Board, 2016, October 13

 Robert Shelton 
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The Editorial Board, 2016, October 13

 Robert Shelton Shelton 

The 

Editorial Board, 2016, October 13

Shelton 

made his songwriting possible, even inevitable

The Editorial Board, 2016, 

October 13

You just do it subliminally and unconsciously, because that’s all enough, and that’s all you 

know. That was all that was dear to me. They were the only kinds of  songs that made 

sense. Bob Dylan, quoted in The Editorial Board, 2016, October 13
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 Sisario Alter Chan 

 Dwight Garner  Jon Pareles 

 Dwight Garner 

This Nobel acknowledges what we’ve long sensed to be true: that Mr. Dylan is among the 

most authentic voices America has produced, a maker of  images as audacious and 

resonant as anything in Walt Whitman or Emily Dickinson. Garner, 2016, October 13

 Garner 

authentic voice

Garner, 2016, October 13

Garner 

Desolation Row

possibly half-baked  

Philip Larkin Garner 

Garner, 2016, October 13
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 Garner 

But Mr. Dylan’s work  with its iambics, its clackety-clack rhymes, and its scattergun 

images,  as the critic Robert Christgau wrote  has its own kind of  emblematic verbal 

genius. His diction, focus and tone are those of  a caustically gifted word man; his metrical 

dexterity is everywhere apparent. He is capable of  rhetorical organization; more often he 

scatters his rhetoric like seed, or like curses. Garner, 2016, October 13

 Garner 

 Jon Pareles 

what took them so long? 

Pareles, 2016, October 13 Pareles 

Dylanesque

Pareles, 2016, October 13 Dylanesque

Pareles 

But there’s no question that Mr. Dylan has created a great American songbook of  his 

own: an e pluribus unum of  high-flown and down-home, narrative and imagistic, erudite 

and earthy, romantic and cutting, devout and iconoclastic, finger-pointing and oracular, 

personal and universal, compassionate and pitiless. His example has taught writers of  all 

sorts  not merely poets and novelists  about strategies of  both pinpoint clarity 

and anyone’s-guess free association, of  telegraphic brevity and ambiguous, kaleidoscopic 

moods. Pareles, 2016, October 13
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 Pareles 

 

Pareles Pareles, 2016, October 13

Pareles 

 Pareles 

postmodern pioneer one-man internet

Pareles, 2016, October 13; see Baker & Jane, 2016; Belsey, 2002; Butler, 2002; 

1995

 Pareles oral tradition

Pareles, 2016, October 13; see Ong, 

1982 Pareles 

constantly recharging his reputation, as if  he 

hadn’t already earned it all  Pareles Pareles, 2016, October 13

 Pareles 
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Mr. Dylan’s place in literature  the way he drew his very individual, paradigm-shifting 

radicalism from folk music’s memory, its imaginative preservation of  tradition  was 

clear long before the literary establishment deigned to recognize him. The Nobel doesn’t 

have to certify Mr. Dylan; half  a century of  literature and songwriting have heard him and 

responded. Long before the prizes started rolling in, he had already rewired our minds. 

Still, better late than never. Pareles, 2016, October 13

Pareles 

 Pareles 

better 

late than never

Garner  Pareles 

Joseph Berger 

Berger, 2016, October 14 Berger 
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161 West Fourth Street

Don’t Think Twice, It’s All Right

When your 

rooster crows at the break of  dawn, Look out your window and I’ll be gone

Thompson 

Street Bleecker Street

Suze Rotolo

 The Freewheelin  Bob 

Dylan Berger, 2016, October 14

Berger 

complicated, but extraordinary fertile romance Berger, 

2016, October 14 Berger 

Joan Baez

 

Berger Cafe 

Wha? Gerde’s Folk City  Gaslight Cafe 

Gerde’s Folk City 

 Robert Shelton 

Berger, 2016, October 14

Berger 

Berger
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Berger, 2016, 

October 14

 Berger 

a blessed relief

The Editorial Board, 2016, October 13

 Dwight Garner 

 Jon Pareles 

Garner, 2016, October 13; 
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Pareles, 2016, October 13

 

The Freewheelin  Bob Dylan 1963 The Times They Are a-Changin 1964 Bringing It 

All Back Home 1965 Highway 61 Revisited 1965 Blonde on Blonde 1966

Joseph Berger 

Berger, 2016, October 14

Pareles, 2016, 

October 13; Sisario, Alter, & Chan, 2016, October 13; see Barker & Jane, 2016

Sisario, Alter, & Chan, 2016, October 13
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 Jon Pareles postmodern

Pareles, 2016, October 13

Barker & Jane, 2016; Belsey, 2002; Butler, 2002; 

1995

2007

Garner, 2016, October, 13; Pareles, 

2016, October 13; Sisario, Alter, & Chan, 2016, October 13

Ong, 1982
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Berger & Luckmann, 1967; Gergen, 2015; Leeds-

Hurwitz, 2009



63

Barker, C., & Jane, E. A. 2016 .  Cultural studies: Theory and practice 5th ed. .   Thousand 

Oaks, CA: Sage.

Belsey, C. 2002 .  Poststructuralism: A very short introduction.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Berger, J. 2016, October 14 .  Bob Dylan and New York: A complicated, fertile romance.  

The New York Times.

Berger, P. L., & Luckmann, T. 1967 .  The social construction of  reality: A treatise in the sociology of  

knowledge.  Garden City, NY: Doubleday.

Butler, C. 2002 .  Postmodernism: A very short introduction.  Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Dansby, A. 2001, March 26 .  Dylan wins Oscar: Things Have Changed takes Academy 

Award for Best Original Song. Rolling Stone.

Dylan, B. 1963 .  The freewheelin’ Bob Dylan. New York: Columbia Records.

Dylan, B. 1964 .  The times they are a-changin’.  New York: Columbia Records.

Dylan, B. 1965 .  Bringing it all back home.  New York: Columbia Records.

Dylan, B. 1965 .  Highway 61 revisited.  New York: Columbia Records.

Dylan, B. 1966 .  Blonde on blonde.  New York: Columbia Records.

Garner, D. 2016, October 13 .  Bob Dylan, the Writer: An Authentic American Voice.  The 

New York Times.

Gergen, K. J. 2015 .  An invitation to social construction 3rd ed. .  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Golden Globe Awards. n.d. .  Hollywood Foreign Press Association. Retrieved from 

https://www.goldenglobes.com/person/bob-dylan

Grammy.com. 2018 .  Recording Academy. Retrieved from https://www.grammy.com/

grammys/artists/bob-dylan

Leeds-Hurwitz, W. 2009 .  Social construction of  reality.  In S. W. Littlejohn, & K. A. Foss

Eds. , Encyclopedia of  communication theory. pp. 891 894 .  Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.



64

Ong, W. J. 1982 .  Orality and literacy. New York, NY: Routledge.

Pareles, J. 2016, October 13 .  Bob Dylan, the Musician: America’s great one-man 

songbook.  The New York Times.

Pulitzer Prizes. 2018 .  The New York Times Company. Retrieved from https://www.nytco.

com/pulitzer-prizes/

Rock & Roll Hall of  Fame. n.d. .  Retrieved from https://www.rockhall.com/inductees/

bob-dylan

Rolling Stone. 2012, May 29 .  Bob Dylan Awarded Presidential Medal of  Freedom.  Rolling 

Stone.

Sisario, B., Alter, A., & Chan, S. 2016, October 13 .  Bob Dylan wins Nobel Prize, 

Redefining boundaries of  literature.  The New York Times.

The Editorial Board. 2016, October 13 .  How Dylan became Dylan.  The New York Times.

The 2008 Pulitzer Prize Winner in Special Awards and Citations. 2018 .  The Pulitzer 

Prizes.  Retrieved from http://www.pulitzer.org/winners/bob-dylan

2016 Annual Report. 2017 .  The New York Times Company.

pp. .


