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Historical context of “Yazhang” in the peripheral zone during the
early Chinese dynasties
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Abstract

“Yazhang” is one of the important artifacts in ancient China, which was used to show one’s prestige
and power of authorities. The earliest “Yazhang”, dating back to the Late Neolithic (Longshan Culture),
was discovered in the middle to lower reaches of the Yellow River. “Yazhang” enhances its importance
during the Erlitou Culture, the first Zhongyuan dynasty (ca. 2000BCE - 1600BCE). “Yazhang” widely
expanded its spatial distribution during the transition stage from Longshan Period to Erlitou Period.
In fact, its distribution spreads far beyond the original area, reaching NorthWest China (Gansu),
SouthWest China (Sichuan), SouthEast China (Guangdong), and even Northern Vietnam. This
expansion was based on the acceptance of “Yazhang” by the emerging local chiefdoms. Thus, “Yazhang”
can be considered as a symbolic cultural element which reflects the inter-regional relations during the
formation of “early framework of China” (i.e. Erlitou Period). This study examines the relation between
the Zhongyuan dynasties and the local societies in its periphery from the spatial extent of “Yazhang” and
their situations of acceptances.
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