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What is the difference between Japanese as a foreign
language and Japanese as a national language?

—A study of supplementary materials made for the
“Nichigo Tokuhon” at the end of the Korean Empire—

Takahito UEDA

Abstract

This paper examines the contents of the supplementary materials for the Japanese
language, which were compiled as supplementary materials when the “Nichigo
Tokuhon,” which were used in the education of the Japanese language that began at the
end of the Korean Empire, were changed to “Teisei Kokugo Tokuhon” after the
annexation of Korea. What was “supplemented” in the educational content from the
perspective of language education when the language was changed from a foreign
language to “national language”? In previous studies, there have been references to the
changes in the reading materials between the old undergraduate period and the first
period of Chosen, but few studies have dealt with the “Teisei Kokugo Tokuhon” itself,
and even fewer with this supplementary material. This paper will provide a clue to what
was the content of “Japanese language” education and what was the content of “national

language” education in colonial language education.

Keywords : Korean Empire, Nichigo Tokuhon, Kokugo Tokuhon, Texthook, Japanese
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