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Teaching materials that work on the cognitive ability of

Japanese learners

Kaoru YAMAGUCHI

Abstract

I have created PowerPoint slides teaching materials that work on the cognitive ability
of Japanese learners based on cognitive theory in order to reduce vocabulary and
pragmatic knowledge errors of Japanese learners. These slides teach elementary-level
vocabulary and grammar items based on 10 perspectives: inclusion of words,
encyclopedic meaning, positive and negative evaluations, metaphor, metonymy,
synecdoche, viewpoint, the cognition of trajector, guessing, and modality. When creating
slides, I used a lot of illustrations, and focused on raising learners’ awareness through
comprehensible input. I aimed to let the learners extract vocabulary and grammar
schemas from illustrations representing things and situations, and make it easier to
connect concepts and linguistic forms. Regardless of whether students are in a foreign
language environment or a second language environment, utilizing slides like this will
make it possible for learners to learn and practice the target language in a classroom

acquisition environment, as if they were in a naturalistic acquisition one.

Keywords : cognition, classroom acquisition environment, comprehensible input,

awareness, PowerPoint slides
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