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A Practical Report on Rodoku (Reading Aloud) Project in
Intermediate Japanese Language Course

Toko NAKAMURA, Nanae FUKUTOMI, Miyuki DOI,
Emi SATO, Junko FUJIMOTO

Abstract

This paper reports the implementation of rodoku (reading aloud) project in the
Japanese IV intermediate class of the Center for Japanese Studies (CJS) at Nanzan
University in Spring 2020, when the CJS classes switched from face-to-face to online
due to the spread of the novel coronavirus infection. It also describes the purpose and
background of the rodoku project, details of the materials and activities, and students’
project presentations. In the project, the students selected a literature work such as a
poem, essay, etc., comprehended the texts, wrote some interpretive essays, created an
interpretive art, practiced rodoku, and finally presented their works online. They also
appreciated the work of classmates online. Through the questionnaires results and
interviews with students, we found that they enjoyed the language of the literature,
gained a deep understanding of it, learned various things from it, and felt a sense of
accomplishment. In addition, the teachers themselves realized that the educational
significance of rodoku lies not only in the performance students presented, but also in
their internal process toward improving their performance. Thus, rodoku is a language
activity that allows students to enhance their language and culture experience through
interpretation and expression, which suggests further implication in the future language

teaching.

Keywords : rodoku (reading aloud), online course, intermediate Japanese, internal

activities, exchange, theatrical methods
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