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Cultivating JFL Learners’ Summary Proficiency in Reading
Effective teaching approaches to analyze the outline from

94

multiple viewpoints

Naoko YAMAMOTO

Abstract

The Japanese language program in the Faculty of Policy Studies at Nanzan University
is divided into three ascending Japanese proficiency levels (Japanese I, II, and III) to
develop students’ academic Japanese skills. The Japanese III reading’ course adopts two
approaches: one is to cultivate reading proficiency through understanding structure, and
the other is content-based, giving priority to the content knowledge gained.

In the structure classes, after reading a passage the learners summarize the
information to develop their precise understanding of the content. This focuses upon
understanding the outline, to reconstruct the content through three learning steps:
‘individual learning’, ‘peer learning’ and ‘discussion in class’. The learners’ summarizing
proficiency in reading improves with analysis of the structure and content from multiple
viewpoints. This paper reports on how such learning activities deepen students’

understanding of the reading structure and content, and develops positive attitudes.

Keywords : JFL learners, reading, summary proficiency, multiple viewpoints,

effective teaching approaches



