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This study examines the continuity and transformation of the sex trade

structure in Japanese society, focusing on the sex industry in Aichi and Tokyo from the 1950s to the

1970s. Specifically, we selected four regions, Toyohashi and Nagoya in Aichi, and Yoshiwara and
Tamanoi in Tokyo, and compared the sex industry in these regions. For each region, we conducted
comprehensive investigation of the local libraries and archives. As a result, we were able to find
the related materials in local newspapers, trade journals, magazines, local materials, official
documents, and the materials related to women’ s organizations. We also scrutinized these materials
and explored the situations and characteristics of the sex industry in each region, focusing on
various actors involved in the red-light district, such as sex workers, employers, local politics,
and the state.
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