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A Study about the Concept of Boundary and "Here and Now" in Experien-
tial Learning using the Laboratory Method: A Group Approach and ICT

Koji Tsuchiya
(Department of Psychology and Human Relations, Faculty of Humanities, Nanzan Uni-
versity)

This paper discussed the relationship between the boundary and the "here
and now" in Experiential Learning using the Laboratory Method, where peo-
ple learn about relationships and communication through the experience of
human interaction, and argued that in order to focus on "here and now" inter-
action, it is necessary to have a place that is established by setting and main-
taining boundary. Furthermore, in considering the relationship with commu-
nication beyond temporal and spatial constraints (e.g., ICT), it is pointed out
that the boundary becomes conceptual and that the ambiguity of the bound-
ary causes difficulties in dealing with the "here and now'". Finally, as future
directions, it was discussed the possibility of recognizing the value of closed
groups, the possibility that some non-face-to-face interactions can be comple-
mented by setting and maintaining boundary, and the use of ICT to promote

participation in the "here and now" more than face-to-face interactions.

Key words: Experiential Learning using the Laboratory Method, boundary,

here and now, group approach, ICT
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