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Cooperative Note-taking Activity
— A Suggestion for Practice Listening to Lectures for
Intermediate and Advanced Learners of Japanese —

Miyuki DOI, Yuriko IDE

Abstract

Lecture comprehension is one of the things that international students struggle with.
However, most common listening comprehension tasks in Japanese language classes
involve listening for key points, and few activities are conducted to develop lecture
comprehension skills. Therefore, the authors devised “Cooperative Note-taking
Activity” for intermediate learners. This activity incorporates cooperative learning into
the Cornell Notes; a note-taking system which help students organize information
gained from lectures. This activity is expected to help students learn effective strategies
for lecture comprehension, such as taking notes during the lecture, organizing
information, summarizing to grasp the outline, and collaborating with classmates after
the lecture.

This paper reports the practice of the activity and the results of a questionnaire
survey from fall semester 2021 and spring semester 2022. According to the result of the
questionnaire, students’ comments were generally positive, and they seemed to
recognize the usefulness of organizing information and cooperating with classmates after

the lecture.

Keywords : upper intermediate level, lecture, note-taking, listening comprehension,

cooperative learning
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